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Chapter Directorõs Message 
 

Good start to January this year.   Itõs 

only the 3rd and Iõve got 2 riding days 

under my belt so far.   Not bad for a La 

Nina year when the forecast 

portended colder and wetter than 

normal. 

 

Many thanks to all who were involved in 

our foray to the Seattle Convention 

Center for òThe Bike Showó.  To my 

Chapter E friends who gave up most of 

their weekend to stand around on a cement floor and sell the GWTA message to all who would 

listen.   To Mick Rairdin who took time away from the Ride for Kids booth to help us recruit.   To 

Vonda and Gary from Chapter V who filled in on a Sunday morning while I snored away at 

home.  And thanks to Cameron Gillit who came up with all the supporting materials we needed to 

help sell our cause to new òprospectsó.   

 

This project was a recruiting experiment.   We all need to find a way to bring the broader 

motorcycling public together with GWTA and grow our numbers.   Whether or not we were 

successful will only be known over the next year as we find out if any of the couple hundred people 

we spoke to join up.   I think those of us who spent a lot of time in the booth figure that GWTA 

has probably 20 -30 good prospective new members from the effort.   We also found a lot of 

interest in Wing Washington, and the Green Freeze and Lime Run rides.  

 

If you attended the show weõd love to hear your impressions of the crowd, the bikes, the vendors, 

and everything else so we can decide how we should participate next year.    

 

Soé Itõs January  - so what?  Just ride.  

 

Ciao. 

 

Phil    
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Breakfast  
Meeting 

 

When: 2nd Saturday of  
each month 

 7:30 am Breakfast 

 8:30 am Meeting 

Where: Dennyôs 

 2233  - 148th Ave NE 
Bellevue 

Next: January 14
th 

See you there! 

DINNER SOCIAL 
 

January! 

 

TBD  
at the January 8th 

Business Meeting  

 

At Phil Aubergôs 

13856 Morgan Dr NE 

Redmond, WA 98053  

6:00 PM 

 

Come help us plan 2012! 

 

Beginning in October the 

dinner socials are returning 

to Sunday evenings.    

 
 
 

  
 
Chapter Director Phil Auberg 206-755-3294   

Phil5306@gmail.com   

Asst Chapter Director 

& Webmaster 

Curt Buckley 

 

206-290-4636 

curtisbu@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Barb Buckley (425) 269-9527 

kiwuda@msn.com 

Newsletter Editor  & Wing 

Washington Coordinator 

Jerry Weltner 425-941-5175 

jerry@weltner.net 

Rider Education  & Ride   

Coordinator 

Jason Goertz 

  

425-880-4155 

jgoertz@seanet.com 

STP Coordinator Jason Goertz 425-880-4155 

jgoertz@seanet.com 

Chapter Stores Jane & Mark  

McDowell  

425-643-0980 

mcdowellmj@aol.com 

Sunshine Coordinator Barbara Buckley 206-290-4636 

kiwuda@yahoo.com 

Calendar Administrator Greg Coffin 425-822-0696 

gregcoffin@frontier.com 

50-50 Coordinator Dave Duryee 425-641-8226 

dpdwing@yahoo.com 

CHAPTER  E 
STAFF 

Deadline for February Newsletter  
will be January 24th  

December Colors -  No winner  

 

50- 50 -  Not conducted  
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Wing Washington January Promotion Schedule!  
Come join us to promote Wing Washington ! 

 
Promoting Wing Washington at other Chapters is a fun way to go visit, meet folks who like riding, 
and see how other Chapters do things.   
 
Itôs winter, so we donôt have to ride (although, depending on weather, we might).  People seem to 
like the Wing Washington promotions; at least they like to take pictures!  And it is fun to hear 
what the various Chapters are thinking about for their events.   
 
Come join us to promote Wing Washington ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-- Jerry Weltner 
    Wing Washington Coordinator 

Date Chapter Place/Time 

Saturday, 1/7 GWTA-C Breakfast ï 8:00AM 
Everett Eagles 
1216 Broadway 
Everett, WA  98201  
 

Sunday, 1/8 GWTA-A Breakfast - 9:00 
Dennyôs 
1246 Central Ave N 
Kent, WA  98031  
 

Saturday, 1/14 GWTA-E Breakfast ï 7:30AM 
Dennyôs 
2233 ï 148

th
 Ave NE 

Bellevue, WA  
 

Sunday, 1/15 GWTA-I Breakfast ï 9:00 
San Remo Med. Grill 
421 NE Midway Blvd 
Oak Harbor, WA  
 

Saturday, 1/21 GWTA-V Green Freeze I!!! 

Sunday, 1/22 GWTA-S Breakfast ï 8:30 
Emerald City Grill 
1912 West SR 20 
Sedro Wooley, WA  
 

Saturday, 1/28 GWRRA-A Breakfast - 8:30AM 
Old Country Buffet 
25630 ï 104

th
 Ave SE 

Kent, WA  98030  
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The Riding Outlook for 2012  
 

Welcome to 2012, everyone.  As I write this, it is New Yearõs Day 2012 and the weather is very 

nice.  I am thinking I should be out riding, but family obligations take priority over that.  But that 

doesnõt mean I canõt PLAN for the coming year. 

 

First of all, of course, there are the 3 Green Freeze rides (put on by Chapter V) coming up in 

January, February and March.  They occur the 3rd Saturday of these months: January 21, 

February 18, and March 17.  The final ride in March ends at a banquet, which this year will be at 

White River Alternative Programs in Buckley.  Registration starts at 10:00 am at Hinshawõs in 

Auburn, and the last bike in will be posted at the beginning of each ride. Chapter E will have a 

group meetup with a group breakfast before each ride.  Details will be posted on our Yahoo group 

and the newsletter.  

 

In April, Chapter S will have what one Chapter V member dubbed òGreen Freeze IVó is the Lime 

Run, held Sunday April 22.  This is a great ride that is marked by bags of òlimeó, or gypsum 

powder.  It starts at the Eagles in Burlington, last bike out is 9:45.  The Eagles serve up a decent 

breakfast for $7, and weõll plan on going up for that. 

 

Some rides that are normally done will not be this year, such as Chapter Cõs Blue Crew Fun Run.  

Other events later in the year will be posted as they approach.  

 

For Chapter E, Jerry and I are planning a series of 4 rides (that weõve dubbed the òCopperbutt 

Invitationaló) that will encompass all but 1 of the 2012 Wing Washington Sites.  The first will be 

an after meeting ride that will last all day.  The other rides will be spaced throughout the riding 

season, and will be overnight trips, either 1 or 2 nights.  One will be a full 3 day trip, another will 

start late afternoon Friday.   I envision one of these a month for the prime of the riding season.  

We will plan the trip and reserve blocks of rooms at the various stops.  We will play it by ear as to 

whether we ride as a group or just let everyone ride at their own pace from starting point to end 

point.  

 

We will be scheduling these rides in the next few weeks and will sending out the details at that 

time.  

 

Of course, we will once again do STP support July 14 -15. We will be staying again at the Midway 

RV Park in Centralia.  Again, more details will be forthcoming.  I am assuming the STP focal job 

and will have more details as I get them.  

 

So we have a lot of riding to do this year!  I hope everyone can turn out for some or all the rides 

we have planned, and make 2012 the best riding year for Chapter E yet!  

 

Your Ride Coordinator,  

Jason Goertz  
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Riding in Wet Weather 

Some lessons learned 

 

By: James R. Davis 

Virtually every touring motorcycle rider both expects and experiences some rain while out on the 

road. It is generally true that if it is raining before you start riding you will postpone that ride 

segment, but once on the road that choice is no longer available. 

 

My riding partner (Cash) and I just completed an eight day tour and seven of those days were 

glorious, but for one full day we experienced rain or drizzle, at high altitude, and in severe coldness. 

Here are the lessons we learned during that one day. 

¶ When it is drizzling (no depth of standing water on the roadway) we were perfectly happy to ride 

at or near speed limits. Though often posted at 75 MPH, we tended to ride at from 65 to 70 MPH 

in these conditions. Traction was NOT a problem, but visibility often was. 

¶ When you are riding at 65 MPH and an 18-wheeler is doing 65+ MPH in the opposite direction 

with light rain, you can be sure that that 18-wheeler is kicking up a MAJOR rooster-tail. That wall 

of water is approaching you at 130 MPH!!!!! When you hit it your visibility will be reduced to 

ZERO and stay that way for about 5 seconds. The water on your windscreen will NOT be merely 

on the outside - it will also cover the inside of your windscreen! 

¶ That same 18-wheeler when passing is going to do more than drop your visibility to zero. That 

130 MPH mass of turbulence that you run into WILL abruptly slow your bike down! Indeed, your 

bike will lose a few MPH instantly, but *YOU* will not - and your body will abruptly move forward 

relative to your bike as a result!!! Then, just as abruptly, it will move back to its normal position 

relative to the bike. DO NOT FREAK OUT - EXPECT IT AND SIMPLY RIDE IT OUT. 

¶ Because rain and drizzle (and MUD) will collect on your windscreen, and on your face shield, 

(and possibly on your glasses as well) you will not be able to see through those layers of water. 

So, you MUST look over your windscreen until conditions change. If the windscreen is 

positioned properly you need only 'stretch' your back/neck to do that, but that effort is very taxing 

and you will find that you cannot do it for more than perhaps an hour before you must either stop 

or do something else to help you see. What else? STANDING ON YOUR PEGS!! Cash and I 

rode for about 20 miles standing on our pegs in order to see on that day. 

¶ You might be tempted to partially stand on those pegs (lifting your butt off the seat a few inches.) That 

will result in upper thigh cramps in about 10 minutes. You must actually stand on those pegs and lean 

forward if you need to keep going - locked knees will save your thighs. 

¶ We are both now totally convinced that people who opt for extra long windscreens have no idea how 

disastrous that can be to their ability to see in the rain as the extra tall ones, because they come well back 

over the rider's head, CANNOT be seen over by standing on the pegs - they are in the way. 
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¶ Altitude and cold are synonymous. If it's raining and cold then if your direction is to a higher elevation 

you are best advised to STOP for the night. If your direction is to a lower elevation you are probably best 

off continuing to a lower elevation. We were going DOWN from about 8,000 feet when we encountered 

severe cold drizzle as the cloud layer descended upon us. Had we stopped we could have been there for 

DAYS until it cleared up but after about 100 miles we were out of trouble and able to complete another 

300 miles without much trouble. 

 

¶ No matter how well clothed you are, no matter how many layers, if your hands get too cold you will not 

be able to safely handle your motorcycle. Your fingers will not be able to squeeze the brake or clutch 

levers effectively or with subtlety. You MUST keep your hands warm to handle a motorcycle safely. 

Glove liners as your first layer, rubber (surgical) gloves as your second layer, and finally your gloves 

make what would otherwise be impossible tolerable. 

 

¶ Keeping your CHEST warm will greatly help in keeping your hands warm!!!!! Your body protects its 

chest cavity (core) by restricting circulation from your extremities (hands and feet) so keeping your chest 

warm is a MAJOR AID in cold weather, not just from a comfort point of view. 

 

¶ Cramps (remember upper thighs from partially standing on the pegs?) can be eliminated almost instantly 

by the consumption of GATORADE!!!! We always carry water and now, when riding in cold weather or 

high altitudes, we also carry some GATORADE. 

¶ You cannot count on gasoline always being available when you need it while out on a tour. We planned 

our routes with that in mind but even so there was at least one instance when the small town we had 

expected to find gas in turned out to be 'closed' or out of gas. We carry a spare 2 gallons of gasoline on our 

tours for that reason. We mount that gas can on a passenger peg in order to keep it from causing damage 

to clothing or other things in our luggage. We mount an ice chest on the other passenger peg to even out 

the load. NOTE: that extra gasoline may not be needed by you but if you are 50 miles away from the next 

station and find a fellow motorcyclist stranded on the road it could save his life! 

 

¶ You should always carry a set of rain gear with you even if you don't or won't ride in the rain! It was so 

cold coming down from the high altitude of Colorado Springs that Cash was forced to wear at least the 

pants of her rain gear (over everything else) in order to keep her legs warm - it worked wonderfully for 

her! 

 

¶ But the rain gear does not keep your feet warm. Cash also had rubber 'totes' with her and put them on over 

her boots to do that. 

 
Copyright É 1992 - 2012 by The Master Strategy Group, all rights reserved. 

http://www.msgroup.org 

 

(James R. Davis is a recognized expert witness in the fields of Motorcycle Safety/Dynamics.) 

 

http://www.msgroup.org
http://www.msgroup.org/Expert.aspx
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EdSets Microphone Splitter Cable  

OK, I admit it: I have a lust for cool technology.  Most of the time, I just have to bide my time and 

live in envy.  But recently I was able to take advantage of an opportunity to engage a relatively low-

cost Bluetooth connection from my Zumo GPS to my phone, and I am extremely pleased with the 

new capability to get a phone call while riding, not have to stop to answer it, and just keep on going. 

Now I know what many are thinking.  ñI ride to get away from phone calls!ò  and ñThere are enough 

distraction on the road and on the Gold Wing that I donôt need something else to interrupt my safe 

operation.ò  Good points, both.  And I tend to agree, mostly.  However, I recently was riding with 

fellow Chapter E member Dennis DeKay, and I called him to see how he was doing, expecting to 

leave a message.  To my surprise, he answered!  When we got to a stop, he showed me how his 

phone connection worked, and my technology lust began to take over.   

While having Mark Reis do some other electrical work on my bike, I inquired of him about hooking 

up my Bluetooth.  Mark did some research, 

and found the set up would cost me $200-

$300 to get either the J&M or the Kennedy 

Cellset technologies.  I happened to be 

looking at the EdSets web page, and saw 

that they had something called a 

ñMicrophone Splitterò for only $70, and I 

asked Mark about that.  He said it looked 

ok, and that he had had good experience 

with other EdSets equipment.   

We installed it (less than an hour, because 

we had the bike apart for other things), and  

tried it out.  We discovered that it worked 

great when I was away from his house, 

and I thought that was cool.  And promptly 

forgot about it for about a month.  Then, in preparing for the International Motorcycle Show, I was 

riding my bike (to save money on parking), and got several phone calls from people.  Frankly, it took 

me a second or two to realize that the phone was ringing, because I hadnôt used it before.  I just 

pushed ñAnswerò on my Zumo, and I was talking to Jason or Phil or whomever called.  Now, to be 

honest, I can hear very clearly in town, but not so clearly on the freeway.  And, to have a detailed 

discussion, I found it better to pull over and stop.  Nonetheless, I was fairly impressed.  I donôt 

expect to be talking on the phone all the time, and I can turn off the Bluetooth if I chose.  Still, it was 

nice to be able to do when I wanted.  And maybe something like this would work for you, too.   

EdSets Bluetooth Microphone Splitter.  Recommended.  Edsets.com 

 

Jerry Weltner 



Gold Wing Touring Association, Chapter E, Washington State, Page 8 

Visit www.lakewashingtongold.com for latest Chapter News! 

Chapter E works the International Motorcycle Show!  

 

 


